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ye OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


RETATL MERCHANDISE TRADE IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 1941 
ip Pra es Report) comme 


Retail sales in Prince Edward Island totalled $14,952,600 through 834 retail stores in 1941 
according to preliminary compilations for the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments. This repre- 
' sents an increase of 9 per cent in dollar volume of business over 1930, the only other year for which complete 

retail trade statistics are available. Payroll to employees in retail stores, but exclusive of proprietors?® 
oer is amounted to $1,115,300 in 1941 while retail inventories at the end of the year were valued at 
' $3,262,400. 


Included in the total figures for 1941 were 351 stores classified broadly as belonging to the 
food group and including such types of retail outlets as grocery stores, combination stores (selling both 
groceries and meats), meat markets, etc., which deal chiefly although not exclusively in food products. These 
stores had sales of $2,730,000 in 1941, an increase of 28 per cent over the volume of business transacted by 
this group in 1930. Tneluded in the food group were 256 grocery stores with $1,710,400 sales, up 21 per cent 
over the business transacted by 204 grocery stores in 1930. The increase for combination stores was mach 
greater. There were 28 combination stores in the province in 1941 with sales of $601,600, up 160 per cent 
over the corresponding sales volume as recorded in the 1930 census. On the other hand, a decline of 16 per cent 
was recorded for stores dealing in meat products without a grocery department. 


There were 184 stores classified as country general stores in 1941 with sales of $3 687,900 com- 
pared with 168 stores and $3,253,200 sales in 1930. Country general stores are defined as stores carrying 4 
general line of merchandise and located in places of less than 2,000 population. 


Department stores, variety stores and other stores carrying a general line of merchandise but 
differentiated from country general stores on account of the size of locality in which they are situated are 
classified broadly for census purposes as belonging to the General Merchandise Group. There were 16 stores 
in this group with $2,537,300 sales in 1941, up 10 per cent over the volume of business transacted by 8 stores 


in 1930. 


There were 87 establishments engaged in some phase of the automotive trade and assigned to the 
automotive group of establishments. Those had sales of $1,589,600 in 1941, down 19 per cent from the business 
transacted by 76 establishments as recorded in the results of the census taken eleven years ago. In this con- 
nection it should be pointed out that comparisons between figures for the two periods are distorted in some 
instances by changes in definition and methods of classification. Some stores transact business on both a 
wholesale and retail basis end only those stores which transact business chiefly on a retail basis are included 
in the retail section of the Census. Establishments operating chiefly as wholesale businesses ere included in 
the wholesale trade reports. Slight changes in the relative proportions of retail and wholesale business trans- 
acted may have necessitated their transference from one section of the cénsus reports to another. This factor 
is of considerable importance in interpreting the apparent trend for the automotive group in Prince Edward 
Island, a number of firms which were included in the retail census in 1930 having been assigned to the wholesale 
trade section in 1941. 


The apparel group of stores included 42 stores with $1,191,500 sales in 1941, down 8 per cent in 
volume of business from the $1,298,600 sales recorded by 52 stores in 1930. Included in the totals for 1941 were 
17 stores specializing in ments wear with $250,000 sales, 4 stores selling both ments and women's wear with 
$567,100 sales, 13 women's specialty shops with $163,100 sales and 8 shoe stores with $221,300 sales. 


® 
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Firms dealing chiefly in furniture or household appliances, musical instruments or other household 
requirements trensacted business to the value of $143,700 in 1941, down 65 per cent from the amount recorded in 
1930. Here again consideration must be given to the probability that a certain number of stores classified in 
this group in 1930 were assigned to another group in 1941, so that the enparent decrease shown in this report 
‘cannot be teken 2s indicative of the trend in the total sales of the commodities in which these stores deal. 


Conforming with the results for other provinces, there was a marked increase both in number end 
sales of establishments assigned to the restaurant group. There were 29 such establishments with $457,200 sales 
in 1941 compsred with 19 esteblishments and $141,900 sales in the earlier cenaus year. 


Chain Stores 


There were 7 units of chain store companies overating in Prince Edward Island in 1941 and these had 
sales of $434,900 or 3.2 per cent of the totel sales of all stores including both chains and indevendents. In 


1930 there were 11 chain units with $673,300 sales, an amount which formed 4.9 per cent of the total trade in 
thet year. 


For census purposes, chains are taken to include all firms having four or more reteil outlets with 
the exception of department stores and mail-order houses. All depertment stores and mail order houses or offices 
are classified for census purposes as independents irrespective of the number of units operated by any one firm. 
Only_corporate chains are included. Voluntary chains in which the stores are grouped for buying or advertising 
purposes but where each store is independently owned are classified as independents rather than as chains. 


Scope of Report 


This report is one of a series presenting results of the Census of Merchandising and Service Estab- 
lishments, 1941. This census was taken by mail, the mailing list for the purpose having been prepared by the 
Population Census enumerators who were instructed to list the names and addresses of all business firms ‘n their 
respective enumeration areas in June, 1941. Specially prepared schedules were mailed early in 1942 Lo all firms 
thus listed on which to report their business operations for the calendar year 1941 or the fiscal year conforming 
most. closely with that period. 


This report covers only the salient features of retail merchandising establishments and shows the 
number of stores, value of sales, annual payroll and year-end inventory for stores classified by kind of business. 
The operations of these types of service establishments coming within the scope of the census will be shown in a 
later report. A report on the wholesale trade will also be published. More detailed reports covering other 
phases of the retail trade are in the coursé of preparation. : 


Supplementary Reports 


The results summarized in the preceding sections relate to regular established retail places of 
business, In addition, reports were received from a large number of persons who either had no established place 
of business or else did not devote their full time to retail trading. Reports were received from 121 firms 
with total annual sales of $100,9Q0 in 1941. Itinerant operators dealing in medicinal preparations, agents 
for women's made-to-measure garments and farm implement agents having no established places of business form 
the most common types included in these supplementary figures. 
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND--Retail Merchandise Trade, by Kinds of Business 


Comparison of Stores and Sales, 1930 and 1941. Payroll and Inventory, 1941 


An (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual Operations, but these are included in the totale. 


Kind of Business 


Tonal, Pop OPORM Stearns Vasesss .s'c¢s oes 
Total Geptperab ie SC OPOS a UL) Rp oisteree dioye alors 
Food Group cceseccecercccceccsvrcrcssceesce 


Bakery products stores (2) <...0..eccesccerceee 
Candy and confectionery stores ....sccseseceeee 
Deiry products dealers (3) ....cccccpeccccsecce 
Fruit and wegetable stores ...ccvcccccccccccces 
Grocery stores (without fresh meat) ....ceceees 
Combination stores (groceries and meats) 
Meat markets (including sea foods) ...escsoreee 
OUNOT PEON IS TOLOGN slslec.c's ciev eles cic ccacc ee oeetece 


Country General Stores ees ceeerecrcesereee 
General Merchandise Group ..essesceseeseens 


Prbomo bivorGroup(b)) slarsa'e «tel cincis clnven «ele'es 


Motor yehicie dealers (4) >... c.ccccesccsecccece 


Accessory, tire and battery shops te seesceosece 
GATEZEB-o. clasecsc cae cvicdeccscccccccesesesoncone 


HAVING: StAtLONG sy ees o\c'c0s sess Sele ee ccae csp s 
Apparel ‘Group ioccovcrcvcscccosecvvecsecoce 


Men's and boys? clothing and furnishings stores 
Family clothing stores .ccccecccccccccscccsscce 
Women's apperel and accessories stores ......+. 
SHOG) SCOVOBs sieececccesevcvciocgsseveccesevesove 


Building Materials Group ....cccocccccccess 


Hardware StOVes cccccscseccescccecscssvecsvccce 
Lumber and building material dealers ....c...0. 
Electrical supply stores ...cccsccccccccescvcee 
Heating and plumbing equipment dealers ......+. 
Paint, glass and wallpaper Stores ..-serccceece 


Furniture--Household--Radio Group oocececee 


Furniture stores .cccsccccccccssccgecccsccvccce 
Household appliance or radio dealers .esesssoce 
Other home furnishings and appliance stores ... 


Restaurant Group cesscccccscccccscsccccsscscs 
Other Retail Stores (5) .sssecercesccccsscce 


Feed StOresd .cecsccrcageccrcgovvsscscscevcscecs 
Harness shops 
Book and stationery StOres weccesesccserscccece 
Coal and wood yards (ice dealers) .....++seseee 
Dru SCOPES ococscccccccccscccce-ccscccecsecece 
FLOPASTS ccccsccceccccgrcvasccescosviccscccccvce 
Jewellery Stored ssiscscccccervcgecccsccsccsccces 
NeEWSdeCalers sesecocseesesccccscnsvesscccsercene 
Newsdealers and smallwares ...csceccrcccccsesae 
Office, store and school furniture equipment and 

BUPPLASS eacewlslidiesiversieisebeiess es ose v cies sic 
Opticians and optometrists ...cecscrercsevscece 
Sporting goods stored .isenececsscceneavesscccs 
Tobacco atores and stands ....ccccccsvcccsevces 
Unclassified kinds of business .....ceecccecvce 


Sewers eveszecrs oss somMeso0en90000 


Second-Hand Group .orcccsccccscccccssccsses 


(1) Excludes m 
(2) Exclusiv: turing bakeries. 
; in 1941. 
‘turing dairies. 


in 1941. 


(3) Exclusive 

at: 
(4) Figures fo 
(5) Group total 
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$ 

op. By 3,105, “700 | 14 352, 600 a 3,262, 400 
13,635,700 | 14,865,600 3, 2bk, 400 
2,132,100 2,730,000 398,300 
7,200 3,200 100 
sv? 700 109,100 10,700 

(x). x) (x) 

- 10,500 (x) 
1,415,900 1,710, 4.00 328, 100 
231,700 ” 601,600 4g, 500 
328,400 274,500 8,300 

(x) (x) - 
3,253,200 | 3,687,900 1,061, 300 
ee yhoo | 

. 1,589,600 216,600 
21 10 876,400 182,900 
3 3 16,100 500 
29 26 200,200 16,800 
23 48 496,900 16,400 
52 he 1,298, 600 1,191,500 352,700 
33 ay 248,300 250,000 55.300 
6 4 797500 567,100 139,600 
8 13 58,600 163, 100 39,000 
5 8 194,200 221,300 118,800 
‘Eh 17 429,600 703,700 | 231, 700 
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alers and farm implement dealers. 
In addition to the sales reported here, retail sales of manufacturing bakeries were reported 
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143,700 | 
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87,800 
(x); 
457,200 
1,867,500 
225,800 
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92,300 
619,400 
529,700 
(x) 
123,200 
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28,400 
47,100 
37 5000 
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In addition to the sales reported here, getast sales of manufacturing dairies vere reported 
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Table 2. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND--Retail Merchandise Trade, by Counties and Incorporated Places 
of 1,000 Population or Over, 1941 


Number of Stores and Value of Seles, by Kind of Business Groups and for Selected Kinds of Business 


(Sales shown in thousands of dollars) 


, General Merchan- % 
Tocality All Stores Country General dise | - Automotive 
TOTAL Food Group Stores Group Group 


Stores Sales Seles Sales [Stores | 
aa 


TOTAL, PRINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND ..00» 834 | 14,953 351 


RINGS Hoa tins ceiven snes el 160] 1,748] ts 50 | 1,305 2 i 
BG hg tI OOCASCIOOL 8 499 5 376 2 x 
Remainder of County ris 1,2h9 64 47 929 - - 
FRINGE sastecsccuee cadet 252} 5,336 100 63 1,431 6 (x) 
Summerside coseress | o7 35100 26 - - 4 1,827 
Remainder of County 185 2,209 74 63 1,431 2 (x) 
QUEENS) cicteveviewcie ns ences koo 7,867 17 71 952 8 679 
Charlottetowm vo... ahh | 6,466 1 : 4 8 679 
Remainder of County 178 1,400 15 gl 952 - - 
ee pei er TS SR ee ee — ore So = eee 
INDIVIDUAL KINDS OF BUSINESS 
| Included also in Group Totals 
Furnavure Restaurant Other Retail ff Grocery and | Motor Vehicle Filling 
aaa ers iro Group Stores Group Combination Dealers Stations 
roup ores , 
we Sal Sales ||Stores | Sales| Stores _| 
: $ $ 
ey 876 48 
2a % 7 
3. 4 He 
h, z 7 
5. 252 3 
6. 252 3 
Te - 10 
8. 625 28 
9. (x) 13 
10. (x) IS 


Table 3. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND--Summary of Retail Merchandise Trade 


by Counties and Incorporated Places of 1,000 Population or Over 
Comparison of Stores and Seles for 1930 and 1941 


1930 1941 
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